My Neighbour & Me 2020 - 2021

My neighbour and me – offer to partner with Newcastle Primary Schools

We are looking to recruit a number of Newcastle primary schools to work in partnership with schools in County Durham. This will typically involve two exchanges of pupils’ work before Christmas and another before Easter with a physical meet up taking place around April (social distancing regulations permitting). The project will allow reflection on community, consider similarities and difference and provoke discussion about diversity and what makes a good neighbour. The project is ideally suited to Class 5 pupils. To register interest email michele.thorns@durham.gov.uk

Video online about the project in County Durham: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbfvHS7YESg&t=126s.

Learning objectives:

1. To consider and reinforce positive personal attitudes
1. To reflect on diversity in region and celebrate difference
1. To build confidence and boost presentation skills

The structure of the project will be along the following lines:

· Pupils in their own schools reflect and discuss what are the qualities which make a good neighbour. Stereotypes are challenged.
· Pupils create either a video or photo PowerPoint which depicts their school and their neighbourhood
· Schools exchange presentations with their partner school
· Pupils asked to question what they find different and to remark on similarities – possible video link discussion using Microsoft Teams or other
· In their own schools, pupils research personal and family links with other countries ( Travel for work, holidays, country of birth, languages spoken by pupils and family members) World map is annotated by pupils and shared with partner school.
· Pupils reflect on diversity in the regional community
· If social distancing allows, groups of 10 pupils per school are invited to a central venue to meet. They will take part in an activity to build relationships within their partner group and to experience the region’s cultural diversity. This may take form of dance, music and craft with input from local arts agencies.
· Pupils feedback to school on return.

It is hoped that links with partner school will continue and that there is scope for schools to arrange to visit each other later in school year if social distancing allows. Some classroom materials will be provided, and the central event will be free of charge to schools. Schools will have to meet any cost of school to venue transport, supply costs and any eventual costs associated with a visit to the partner school.

