Introduction and overview

Our Newcastle Our World
An international city plan and partnership

REPORT & RESOURCE PACK
Youth Connectors’ Events
8-9th July 2018, Dance City, Newcastle

International Newcastle is leading on developing an
international city plan and partnership (Our Newcastle
Our World). This is being developed with the support
of the British Council, as part of their Focus Cities
agenda (see briefing note at appendix 2).
The Youth Connectors’ events were arranged and
facilitated by International Newcastle in order to start
conversations with young people and those who work
with them about a city-wide approach to supporting
internationalism and international experiences and
opportunities for young people.
It is the very start of our journey and there will be a
lot more activity and discussion moving forward. The
input from the two sessions has been captured and
provides a strong basis on which to explore themes
more deeply and with more people. The participants
are thanked for sharing their ideas, opinions and
enthusiasm as our first Youth Connectors. We hope
there will be many more joining the discussion.
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Youth connectors are asked to continue the
conversations with a wide and diverse range of young
people and organisations about their ambitions and
ideas about internationalism, as well as sharing
information with other potential connectors.
An online survey is open until 5th September to gather
more views, ideas and information (or for a print
version, email info@internationalnewcastle.org.uk)
About the report and resource pack
This report is an information resource for Youth
Connectors, young people and wider partners. It
provides information to raise awareness about the
international city plan and ideas that we have had to
date about how to promote and enhance
internationalism. It can be used to spark ideas, build
awareness, make connections, develop thinking
around potential actions and to help inform future
activities and approaches. It contains:
•

A summary of what will happen next

•

International Newcastle and British Council
presentations, enhanced with additional
information and weblinks about current activities
and also British Council opportunities

•

Participants’ ideas and opinions on the workshop
themes, ambitions, current knowledge and gaps,
challenges, potential actions and support needs

•

A list of participants in the two sessions

•

International Newcastle briefing note on being a
Focus City and working with British Council
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Next steps and actions

•

We are at the start of our journey to explore and
enhance internationalism and international
experiences for young people.
We will gather information and views and plan
actions, based on feedback and suggestions from
young people and partners.
We will endeavour to engage as many people as
possible in the discussions over the coming year:
•

•

as International Newcastle, directly through
meetings and conversations with different
sectors, partners and groups
through Youth Connectors and other
intermediaries, who have a wider reach to young
people, communities, organisations and networks
who can engage them in conversations and
provide feedback

Youth Connectors are asked to:
•

Review the information in the report and reflect
upon the ideas, issues and actions suggested and
how this discussion may be taken forward with
young people and in your groups and networks

•

Consider how you can engage more young
people, communities, organisations and networks
in the conversation around internationalism and
opportunities and provide feedback to us

•

Identify any more information, links or
opportunities that you feel would be helpful in
progressing the discussions and debate, which can
be gathered and shared with others – and
complete or ask other connectors to complete
this short online survey (up to 5th September)

International Newcastle will:
•

Share the event report with participants and more
widely, to help people continue the conversations
and add in any additional links and information
that may be useful for Youth Connectors

•

Recruit an ‘enabling group’ to agree priorities and
action plan and help steer the direction of the
approach (from September 2019, to include
young people)

•

Provide support for youth connectors’
engagement activities – some short-term actions
(sharing what is available now, links to a survey),
some longer-term (e.g. exploring options for a
digital online platform, picking up on key ideas)

•

Work with British Council to explore how best to
open up opportunities for young people and
organisations in Newcastle into the Autumn

•

Engage wider partners to explore other links and
opportunities to support internationalism options,
e.g. business, schools, training providers, funders
into the Autumn

•

Share ideas, plans and opportunities as they
develop – bring more people together in the
autumn to discuss findings and future plans

British Council will:
•

Work with International Newcastle and partners
to explore how we can best share information and
access to opportunities linked to British Council
programmes and networks

Work with the range of British Council teams to
identify who is involved now from Newcastle (and
the other Focus Cities) in programmes and
activities (who we can then approach about
sharing their experiences, but also identify gaps)

All information will be collated and will contribute
towards the central point of information, which
participants said would be needed to support
internationalism and ensure people can access
information and opportunities.

Keep in touch
We will be developing how we communicate with
young people and partners about the international
city plan theme, activities and opportunities over the
next six months.
In the meantime, we will seek to share information
about opportunities and news relating to
internationalism and opportunities, through the
communications tools that we have now
The following are ways you can engage with us:
•
•
•
•
•

Join us on twitter @InterNewcastle to keep up to
date with news, activities and opportunities
Get in touch info@internationalnewcastle.org.uk
Visit our website www.internationalnewcastle.org
Sign up to our ebulletins (next one Autumn 2019)
Join our international directory share your details,
interests, what you are doing on internationalism

This report has been compiled by Declan Baharini,
Director, International Newcastle
Contact: info@internationalnewcastle.org.uk
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Our Newcastle Our World Youth Connectors Presentations
International Newcastle and British Council 8th and 9th July 2019
Additional notes, information and weblinks have been added to the presentations
This is the start of a
conversation with young
people and those who work
with them to develop a new
approach to supporting
internationalism.
International Newcastle (IN) is
working with partners across
the city to develop the first
ever city-wide international
plan and partnership.
This is a new approach and a
new way of working. It will
evolve over time and the
intention is to ensure
everyone can be involved.
IN is working with the British
Council as one of 10 UK Focus
Cities, to develop and promote
international cultural relations.
In practice, this will mean
opening up opportunities
available via British Council
EU and international
programmes and networks,
exploring connections with
places overseas, sharing and
learning.
We are at the start of this
journey. This session is about
starting the conversation
around the chosen theme:
Newcastle is an international
city for our Children and
Young People as confident,
global citizens
Youth Connectors are people
who can reach more and
diverse young people across
the city and get them involved
Connectors and the young
people they reach will help
shape and influence what
happens, build connections to
opportunities, advice,
information and support.
3

An outline international city plan was developed up with partners in April 2019, as
a framework for discussions and shared in advance of Youth Connectors’ sessions
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THE BRITISH COUNCIL AND WORKING WITH NEWCASTLE AS A FOCUS CITY
Julia Handleman-Smith and Tania
Mahmood attended the 8th July
session and also met with
partners outside the session to
explore opportunities. Tania is
from the new Cities Team and
works with Kathy McArdle (Head
of England and Cities)
British Council is working with 10
UK Focus Cities, including
Newcastle, as part of their
evolving Global Cities Strategy
(briefing note about the Focus
City status included as appendix).
Each city will have a different
chosen theme for their activities,
but all will be working towards
improving internationalism. All
will be supported by the Cities
team, connecting through the
wider British Council teams and
networks nationally and
internationally.
Julia is Head of Internationalism
for British Council, with a
particular focus on young people.
She is keen to explore how to
open up opportunities for young
people and organisations in the
city through the British Council ,
EU and international programmes
and networks. She presented
information about the British
Council on 8th July (Declan
Baharini presented this on 9th)
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Selection of opportunities through British Council
There are a range of different opportunities which British Council runs, manages or has strong connections to. A selection
is provided below, with some links to find more information. British Council is looking at how to simply the information
and access to opportunities and will work with International Newcastle to get this information out to city-wide partners.

Schools, students and teachers
Employ a language assistant at your school
British Council provides schools with
recruitment and administrative support with
overseas partners to place language assistants.
Language assistants can be used flexibly in
schools or shared between a group of primary
and secondary schools, and can bring
languages to life in your local community.
Short film about Language assistants - 3m 29s

Funding for International exchange visits for
schools in England
Pupils from deprived backgrounds, 11-19
Up to £15,000 per school
Applications by 31 May 2020
Travel to any country worldwide (min 4 nights)
Connecting Classrooms (global)
Global Learning programme to support schools
internationally to learn about and collaborate
on the issues shaping our world.
Supports international school partnerships to
inspire students to fully engage with lessons
through joint learning activities focusing on
global themes. Offers teachers the chance to
share experiences and learn new practices
from colleagues in other countries.
Connecting Classrooms can match you with an
international partner school to help you build
international connections, as well as offering
guidance and training to get the most from
partnerships. It also includes the opportunity
to apply for grants for reciprocal visits
between partner schools in different
countries.

Language assistants can help students in UK primary and
secondary schools develop language skills and understand other
cultures. With up-to-date knowledge of their local culture and
language, they can also help revitalise the skills of language
teachers. They are from 14 different countries.
•
•
•
•

Teach 6 languages as native speakers of French, Spanish,
German, Italian, Mandarin Chinese and Irish
Can undertake roles and responsibilities in and outside class
Appointment and Payment: Work 12 hrs (or up to 18, different
rate): England salary £914.05 for 12 hrs/week (£13.77 for
additional hours)
35 weeks 1st Oct to 29th May (an extra month either side can
be arranged by mutual agreement and at additional cost)

DfE travel grants for secondary school pupils on international
schools’ visits – especially for young people from disadvantaged
backgrounds only. Guidance at the weblink
Must be a visit to a partner’s school with peer groups of young
people engaging on a theme and learning together (homestay or
daily contact with partner school, families and local community)
Find a partner – clusters encouraged and opens up more
opportunities for funding and visits, support for training and
events
Collaborate with schools in other countries details of applying for
funding as a partner school individually or as part of a cluster
Virtual partnerships enable schools to work and learn with a school
from another country using different technology and
communications tools
Resources for schools free downloadable resources based on the
Sustainable Development Goals, adaptable to the curriculum,
creative and engaging ideas to bring global themes to life in the
classroom and inspire students to take action on global issues
Develop your skills Free access to professional development
opportunities for teachers and school leaders
Apply for funding to support the collaboration face to face
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Etwinning (Europe and neighbours)
A free online community for schools in Europe
and neighbouring countries which enables
schools to collaborate on projects in a secure
environment. For:
• Students ages 3-19
• Nursery, primary, secondary, post-primary
• 6th Form and FE
• SEN schools, Hospital schools
International School Award

Find our more and register online Find out who you can partner
with and where and register online to be part of the etwinning
programme
Ready made project kits/guides for projects step by step guide to
etwinning and making the most of opportunities
Etwinning workshops eTwinning online and face-to-face training
and professional development workshops take place within the UK
and across Europe. We run free professional development
webinars and workshops for teachers throughout the school year.
Celebrating how schools include international work as part of the
curriculum and help embed it within school culture.
Programme of activity, with guidance and support and different
levels, depending on the school’s starting point and involvement
and expertise in international education

Teaching English

Professional development materials for people new or
experienced in English language teaching, plus access to research,
case studies and insight reports informed by educators and
thought leaders across the world

Youth groups, international volunteering and citizenship/social action
Erasmus+ funding for youth projects
Short film of an Erasmus+ youth project 3m

Do you run a youth project in the UK? We can help you fund
international experience for young people age 13-30 and youth
workers
Three strands of activities (deadline 1st October for all and if
funded this year, Government guarantees the funding post Brexit
for the project. See Brexit guidelines)
Key Action 1 Youth Mobility – young people youth exchange,
volunteering abroad, additional training for youth workers
Key Action 2 – Strategic Partnerships – bringing youth
organisations from around Europe together, open up activities,
improve skills, share new thinking. Partnerships from 6 months to
3 years, minimum 3 partners from 3 EU countries
Key Action 3 – Structured Dialogue bringing together young
people with policy and decision makers (youth led)

UK German Connection funding for joint
activities between schools and youth groups
UK Germany schools and youth groups
European Solidarity Corps
Register from age 17+, start must be 18+
Three types of activities:
• Volunteering (includes online linguistic
support, training and mentoring)

A range of funding opportunities exist for different activities
between schools and youth groups in the UK and Germany:
Partnership Visit fund, Instant Impact Fund, Challenge Fund,
Challenge Fund -World of Work, Partnerships in Learning, Youth
Challenge Fund, Celebratory Fund
Individual volunteering for 2-12 months abroad or in own country
for projects covering social inclusion, environment, culture, etc.
Volunteering teams 10-40 young people from 2+ countries who
volunteer together for 2 weeks to 2 months. Costs of
accommodation and food are covered. Participants also receive a
small allowance for personal expenses.
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•
•

Traineeships and jobs (includes online
linguistic support, training and
mentoring)
Solidarity Projects

Video gallery of short films about
volunteering and work experiences

Traineeships count as full-time work practice and last between 2
and 6 months – renewable once. They are paid for by the
organisation responsible for the traineeship. Trainees develop
their personal, educational, social, civic and professional skills.
Jobs are full-time and last between 3 and 12 months. They are paid
for by the organisation employing the participant.
Traineeships and jobs can take place in the participant’s country of
residence or abroad. If abroad, participants receive a small
allowance to help them relocate and settle in a foreign country.
Solidarity projects are initiated, developed and implemented over
a period of 2 to 12 months by at least five young people who want
to make a positive change in their local community.

Active Citizens
Social leadership training programme
Social action projects
Global network of community leaders that is
being developed by the British Council and
local civil society partners in participating
countries.
The goal is to build understanding and trust
between communities by establishing an
enduring global network of community
leaders, who can work together to address the
global issues of the 21st century.

Newcastle is exploring how we can work with British Council to link
to the Active Citizens Programme (there is an annual round). The
programme is run in communities selected by the British Council
and our partners and stakeholders throughout the world.
Active Citizens is aimed at people who are socially responsible,
influential and engaged at a local community level. This may
include youth workers, women’s groups, educators, community
development professionals, voluntary sector representatives and
faith leaders. By creating an international network for these
community leaders, it is hoped they will gain experiences that will
then help them to be more effective in their own countries.
Participants are recruited locally once the participating
communities have been announced.

Annual cycle of activity includes: international seminars, training of
Active Citizens uses international cultural
trainers, local training of community members, international
relations to help tackle the major challenges
linking of community projects and international exchange visits.
facing communities. These include issues
arising from differences in race, religion or
Participants will improve their understanding of global issues,
culture, access to sustainable livelihoods,
cross-cultural effectiveness, broaden international connections:
environmental pollution and protection, health • Develop a stronger sense of their own culture and identity
and educational opportunities, democratic
through engagement with other cultures
participation, social exclusion and
• Have an increased knowledge and understanding of how
opportunities for women.
their local community works and its links to the world
• Take action to improve society by sustainable initiatives
• Work effectively with diversity
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Opportunities to study and work abroad
For UK based students/graduates, study abroad, volunteer, industry placement or get a paid job overseas (different
programmes, different application and closing dates, check website for current opportunities and sign up to this
Enewsletter to get updated information about opportunities to study and work abroad.
Some examples are:
• Teaching abroad as an English Language assistant (paid 6-month to 1-year placement; applications for 2020-21
open in November 2019)
• Volunteering in Ukraine – GoCamp volunteers aged 18+ for summer camp to help children learn English (8-23
August)
• International opportunities for artists
• International opportunities for researchers and institutions
• Internships or studying in China (applications closed for Generation UK internship programme) Short film about
Generation China
• Global IASTE traineeships (only certain universities, including Durham)

ERASMUS+ Erasmus+ is the European Union programme for education, training, youth and sport. In the UK, it is
managed by the UK National Agency, a partnership between the British Council and Ecorys UK. If you are based in the
UK, you may be eligible for the following Erasmus+ opportunities. Erasmus+ has global and EU opportunities
You can subscribe to the Erasmus+ newsletter here for the latest news
The British Council has a Brexit Update page which is regularly updated for guidance on the status of funding and
engagement in these programmes post Brexit. Currently projects already approved or being approved this year
will be funded either by the EU, or through the Government guarantee scheme, but do check the guidelines.
For trainees

Erasmus+ traineeships

For students (tertiary
level)

Erasmus+ study abroad

For post-graduates

Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degrees

For students wanting to
study outside Europe

Erasmus+ international credit mobility

For staff

Erasmus+ staff mobility

For youth projects

Erasmus+ funding for youth projects

Case studies

Erasmus+ stories .

Do you like the idea of working abroad for a
short period? We have the perfect solution
Study abroad in Europe for three to 12
months, studying for a degree or tertiary
qualification, in year 2+
Are you thinking about a master's degree or
postgraduate study abroad? You may be
eligible for a scholarship.
Study abroad at higher education institutions
beyond Europe with Erasmus+ International
Credit Mobility
Qualified teacher, lecturer, support staff or
youth workers can share skills abroad.
Do you run a youth project in the UK? We can
help you fund international experience for
young people age 13-30 and youth workers
Find out how Erasmus has changed lives - read
our inspiring case studies
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Study and train in the UK
Opportunities to study in the UK, teach as a language assistant or do a traineeship
• Study in the UK – practical information and insight on UK education for international students
• IASTE traineeships/placements for non-UK students – for undergraduates seeking technical experience in the
UK through the International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience

Learn English
British Council is the largest provider of English Language learning and has a wide range of free online resources to
help adults, teenagers and children learn English including videos, apps, games, stories, listening activities and
grammar exercises). There are also free Massive Open Online Courses, apps for kids and tens, apps for university
students and apps for business.

Our work in education (around the world)
British Council offer to educational institutions, professionals, learners and other partners around the world, as we follow
our mission of opening up new opportunities across the world.
• Schools Support for school leaders, language teachers and ministries of education.
• Science and research funding for research, travel and workshops - see all current opportunities.
• Higher education News, events, opportunities and knowledge-sharing for higher education institutions worldwide.
• Skills and employability Services, resources, policy and partnerships to improve opportunities for young people.
• Accreditation UK Find an accredited provider of English as a foreign language courses.
• Education agents and counsellors Find a trained education agent or counsellor, or become an accredited agent or
counsellor with one of our courses.
• Exam services for awarding bodies and institutions How we can help UK awarding bodies and education institutions
offer qualifications overseas.

Our work in society (UK and abroad)
Learn about our projects around the world that help people to have their voice heard and shape their own futures, and
how you can get involved.
• Social enterprise Find out how we support social entrepreneurs through training, mentoring and funding, keep up to
date with news and events, and find practical resources.
• Governance and civil society Find out how we promote community cohesion, including our Active Citizens training
programme for community leaders.
• Empowering women and girls Read about our approach to tackling gender inequalities, with practical examples from
our programmes, and find original research.
• Justice, security and conflict resolution Find out about our programmes focusing on access to justice, and our EU
partnerships in Nigeria.
• Our work in sport Read about projects that help young people fulfil their potential through sport, and find out more
about partnering with us. Build sports partnerships between the UK and countries around the world. Premier Skills –
football with UK Premier League and 25 countries; Try Rugby - Premiership Rugby UK and Brazil

Our work in arts (opportunities for UK and international artists)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creative Economy
Creative Europe Desk UK
Arts opportunities - calls
Arts work in Europe – strategy, Brexit, projects, support
Anyone//Anywhere (30 years of the world-wide web)
Festivals and seasons: UK-Italy 2020; UK-Japan 2019-20; UK-Georgia 2019
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Julia highlighted the fact
that unfortunately despite
all the proven economic
and social benefits that
international opportunities
for young people provide,
the opportunities available
to young people in the UK
has been steadily declining
with the decline in funding.
Research showed that 70%
of independent schools still
provided opportunities to
travel and go abroad,
compared with only 27% of
state schools.
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International Newcastle
will work closely with
British Council to explore
how best to open up
access and opportunities
to their programmes,
activities, expertise and
connections.
This may be on particular
areas of work, e.g. with
schools or youth
projects, or at strategic
level around the
international city plan
and how we engage and
communicate, as the
work progresses.

Questions and Answers after presentations:
English Language Learning and examination/certificate costs in the UK: Whilst the British Council provides lots of
support to help people learn English in other countries, there is no support from the British Council for those trying to
learn English in the UK, including refugees and asylum seekers. In fact, there are some steep financial barriers, for
example, it costs £200 to take the IELTS (International English Language Testing System) which many simply cannot afford,
but may need in order to access education and other opportunities. One person gave a personal example where he had a
scholarship to attend Teesside University, but couldn’t take up as he couldn't afford to take the IELTS test. Is there any
support that can be provided in these circumstances?
•
•
•

•

Julie made the point that many other organisations are involved in delivering English language support in the UK
and there is a concern from British Council that they don't want to step on these organisations’ toes.
Declan said that this would be flagged as an issue of concern with the leading advocacy groups in the city
Declan has included information on English Language learning resources in the ‘What do we know about
internationalism in the city’ section – some free, some paid for, but it is not clear if exam fees would be paid for in
terms of the free courses
Faïza Ariech mentioned that there are free courses in the North East for refugees and migrants to learn English and
she would be happy to signpost.

ERASMUS + and European Union programmes and where things will stand post BREXIT: There was some discussion and
sharing of knowledge about where things were and whether UK organisations could or should be applying for funding.
• There are information and guidance notes coming out from British Council and others around what will happen
with EU funding post Brexit (click here for Brexit update from British Council)
• For Erasmus+ projects, if projects are approved this year/funding round, the Government has guaranteed that the
projects will continue to be funded to the end of their term, even if EU funding is withdrawn. There is a short
window to get some good applications in.
• Julia said that now is a good time to apply for ERASMUS + as many UK based organisations are not applying, if you
do apply there is a chance you can continue to participate beyond Brexit.
Is there a timescale on being a Focus City? Participants wondered if the Focus City status was time limited.
• No there is no timescale in terms of when being a Focus City will end, this is a new approach by British Council and
is something that will develop with all 10 Focus Cities in the UK over the coming years
• International Newcastle has established a timeline for the approach being taken over the period May 2019 to July
2020 to start the conversations and activities around the international city plan and partnership, but the intention
is to develop a long-term relationship with the British Council to support these
Julia offered to speak to people if they wanted to follow up: Julia.Handelman-smith@BRITISHCOUNCIL.org
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WORKSHOP SESSIONS
GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND FEEDBACK
Participants discussed in groups the following topics,
which were meant to help start conversations and get
people thinking about the issues and opportunities.
It is hoped that Youth Connectors will find the record
of the discussions and the additional links and
information which have been provided useful and that
this will help them continue their thinking beyond the
session and help with conversations with more young
people and partners in their groups and networks.
The responses were recorded on worksheets and
people fed back in the session.
Additional comments on these questions and on the
approach to internationalism were also shared
through an online survey sent out after the session.
Eight survey responses were received and the
comments on the workshop questions have been
added to the relevant sections.
Ideas, observations, aspirations and comments have
been grouped under headings for each discussion in
the next sections of the report.

Discussion topics
Imagine it is 2025 - what does internationalism look
like for young people and what have we achieved?
Exploring ideas and aspirations, as if there were no
barriers

What the participants, as Youth Connectors, can do
to engage more young people, organisations and
networks in discussions about internationalism and
what support they might need to do this
Participants made suggestions about what they could
do to support engagement, conversations and
awareness raising, as well as identifying what else
should be in place to support this

Online survey running until September
(word version available)
An online survey has been developed to enable more
people to respond on the same workshop questions.
Youth Connectors can complete the online survey, or
share with groups, organisations or communities to
complete.
It is designed to complete after having discussions
with young people, communities, groups,
organisations or networks about internationalism in
Newcastle.
Click here to complete the online survey
A word version of the survey is available on our
website here or on request from
info@internationalnewcastle.org.uk
Information will be collated and contribute to a
central hub of information that can help us develop
the city-wide plan and partnership and which we can
share with young people and partners in the autumn.

What we already know about internationalism and
international activities or opportunities for young
people (up to 30) in Newcastle?
We know quite a lot already and additional research,
information and weblinks have been added to this
section
What we don’t know that would be useful to find
out and share?
We will work with young people and partners to fill
the gaps in knowledge and how we can share this
What challenges or barriers there may be which
need to be addressed? How we might tackle these?
We will work with young people and partners to
explore and seek to overcome these challenges
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IMAGINE IT IS 2025
WHAT DOES INTERNATIONALISM LOOK LIKE FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE IN NEWCASTLE, WHAT HAVE WE
ACHIEVED?
We asked people to think about a vision for 2025 and if
there were no barriers, what would be to have achieved
by then. There were high ambitions and aspirations
from young people and partners and a lot of enthusiasm
for what could be achieved.

“Internationalism should be an
entitlement, rather than something that
happens by chance”
The headlines are listed below and the ideas from the
groups provided in more detail in this section.
These ambitions can be shared with other young people
and partners, as a means to begin more conversations
about what internationalism could look like in future. It
will also help us think about what we may need to put in
place to achieve ambitions (which was explored in other
workshop sessions).

Young people are inspired by internationalism
The city embraces all cultures, is safe and welcoming

THE CITY EMBRACES ALL CULTURES AND IS SAFE,
TOLERANT, WELCOMING, FRIENDLY AND CARING
Young people feel like all cultures are recognised and
celebrated in Newcastle and this makes Newcastle the
best place to be (in schools, communities, events)
Everyone believes in equality and diversity
All communities are more accepting of other cultures
We are a safe informed/ educated community/ city
There will be fewer hate crimes and more tolerance
We have challenged and eradicated stigma and
prejudice
There is greater empathy and understanding for
communities that are more vulnerable
Internationalism and multiculturalism will be
integrated into the school curriculum and be part of
everything that is done
People wear a badge/pin to show that we are
approachable and friendly and can help people in need
and there is a city-wide brand and network of safe
spaces that are visible and well known (learning from
LGBTQ+ branding and applying it to the
Internationalism agenda; also note the existing Safe
Spaces Network in the UK)
We will actively encourage inter-generational work,
connecting younger to older people and across
different cultures and respecting Elders’ voices

We promote and celebrate other cultures
Young people connect with others around the world
Young people take on local and global issues
Young people love learning & speaking other languages
Diversity is the norm, is celebrated and valued
Newcastle is an international hub and effective network
Business and skills support internationalism

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE INSPIRED BY INTERNATIONALISM
Young people feel that international possibilities
(languages, travel, studying abroad, working for
international businesses) are open to them
People who young people admire, respect and listen
to, promote diversity, multiculturalism and
internationalism and inspire young people
Icons, influencers, celebrities, people who have
achieved something that resonates with young people

WE ACTIVELY, PUBLICLY AND REGULARLY CELEBRATE
OTHER CULTURES AND INTERNATIONALISM
More cultural events that are city wide and there are
more collaborations between organisations to host
these events, so that interculturality is not only
promoted, but the norm
Internationalism and multiculturalism are built into
the education curriculum from nursery to Further and
Higher Education, integrated into all subjects
We have regular international events where
communities come together
There is a period every year when the city celebrates
multiculturalism and its international heritage
We will have something like the Manchester Carnival
in Newcastle celebrating Afro-Caribbean culture
Everybody feels like their culture is celebrated in
school and across the wider city
There are greater links between the international
students studying here and school pupils of Newcastle
People will be happy to retain and share their own
cultural identities and groups come together naturally
to celebrate and share their cultures

15

Destination Newcastle will not just promote the city
for stag and hen dos but also talk about more about
the city’s cultural venues and international heritage
Children will learn about important cultural dates in
other cultures and countries e.g. Bastille Day
There is free travel in the city for young people to tap
into some of the cultural opportunities that are
available on their doorstep

YOUNG PEOPLE CONNECT WITH OTHERS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD AND EXPERIENCE
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE AND TRAVEL

YOUNG PEOPLE TAKE ON THE BIG ISSUES AFFECTING
EVERYONE LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY
Climate Change will have been solved
Young people have increased empathy and
understanding about the impact of climate change on
countries that are more vulnerable and that the UK
and we contribute more than our fair share to the
problem
Mental health is addressed universally across all
cultures, genders, etc.
Racism, hate crimes and stigma are things of the past
Our city is clean and green

All young people have an international experience of
some kind, regardless of ethnicity or class
Young people know where to find the information
about international opportunities and have had at
least one international experience (visit, exchange)
Young people have virtual pen pals across the world
Young people use digital technology extensively as a
means to connect regularly to others across the
world, build relationships and understanding, learning
together, tackling local-global problems together
All schools have international connections and
partnerships

YOUNG PEOPLE LOVE LEARNING AND SPEAKING
OTHER LANGUAGES
Children will be exposed to languages as early as
possible (nursery, primary), picking up new languages
quickly and are interested in learning more
Young people can engage with international
communities in the city and in their areas, to learn
about their languages and cultures and also connect
with the international festivals and cultural
celebrations that occur in the city

Teachers from the international community are
welcomed to Newcastle to visit, share, live and work

More young people have a genuine interest in
learning a second language because they appreciate
the relevance and importance of it

Careers Advisors will be able to advise about studying
abroad as well as careers

All speak more than two languages and there are no
barriers to learning languages

Young people get financial tips, advice and guidance
on how to travel cheaply and access opportunities in a
more culturally immersive way

Every school has a language programme and teachers,
plus language assistants (native speakers)

All students have a plentiful experience of
internationalism and all have had trips abroad
All young people have the opportunity to travel
abroad
Young people spend 6-months abroad
Foreign exchange visits will be compulsory
All children and young people get a 6-week
international pass to travel and experience cultures in
other places during the school holidays
Young people use more sustainable modes of
transport and technology to support international
experiences

There is a higher uptake of language and culture
related courses in North East schools, the NE no
longer having the lowest Modern Foreign Languages
subject uptake in the UK
Languages will be taught in a way that enables their
fluidity and dynamism to be understood, through
more immersion in that culture (food, music,
traditions), currently languages are taught in a fairly
stilted way through English.
There is no stigma around hearing and speaking
different languages in the city, we embrace it
We will have an international language club and
institute in Newcastle
Children and young people will be studying African
and Asian languages too
Foreign Language qualifications focus more on
speaking, making them less difficult to learn
Young people are more fluent in more languages, they
watch foreign films with subtitles, can use digital
learning, cultural and language apps etc.
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DIVERSITY IS THE NORM AND IS VISIBLE, VALUED
AND PROMOTED
Young people of different ethnicities feel included
(and not isolated)
We promote equal opportunities for all, including
gender groups, promoting the voice of young people
There is more diversity in leadership positions and
young people from diverse backgrounds are
supported and encouraged to be involved as leaders
The workforce working with young people is more
diverse, reflecting the diversity of cultures and
communities in the city
There is a more diverse workforce in general, with
major employers leading the way, making it more
reflective of the population
There is more representation of diverse artists in
galleries, cultural venues and public spaces
Our cultural venues open longer and support diverse
communities to engage in activities and events

International Connectors and Super Connectors
across the city will reach into different communities
to gather and share ideas, information and activities,
as well as connecting people with information and
opportunities around internationalism within the city
and abroad and support to engage
There will be more Community Engagement officers
across the city that help people to make things
happen in and across communities and using local
knowledge to bridge gaps and promote inclusion
Groups of people will come naturally together to
achieve things
There is more financial support for international
travel, international connections and collaboration
(from a wide range of sources that people share), so
that everyone has the opportunities and the
confidence to engage
We know where to find information to support
international collaboration and how to access funding
from a range of sources

There is more diversity within the design and build of
the city, including more outdoor spaces which
encourage communities to come together and people
to share cultures (including outdoor dining)

BUSINESS AND SKILLS SUPPORT INTERNATIONALISM

NEWCASTLE IS AN INTERNATIONAL HUB AND HAS A
NETWORK OF PEOPLE AND RESOURCES IN THE CITY
SUPPORTING INTERNATIONALISM

Businesses in the city are actively involved in
supporting internationalism, through their culturally
diverse workforces, by sharing and supporting links
across the world, hosting work placements, visits

Newcastle has shown leadership and is the UK’s first
international hub:
•

a physical hub where people can meet, which is
truly international

•

a virtual hub (online digital platform) which has
accessible, up to date information about
international-related opportunities, events and
activities, who is doing what and where, how to
get involved and what support is available, also
celebration of ‘all that is good’

•

a hub and spoke model with a network of people
and organisations at all levels (Connectors and
Super Connectors) across the city supporting
internationalism, international experiences, links
and connections and providing access/support

There is a business hub supporting internationalism
and international experiences for young people

New industries and creative industries with
international links are supported to start up and
invest in the city and create opportunities for young
people
Small businesses, charities and social enterprises are
supported to export their stories and their products
abroad and connect internationally (e.g. Millin Centre)
International experiences are built into further
education and vocational training programmes,
apprenticeships, work placements and work
experience for young people, supported by
businesses, skills providers and also by national and
local funders

Everyone knows where they can go for information
Similar to the Wood Wide Web in forests (the
intricate network of fungi that connects trees to each
other and transfers water, carbon, nitrogen and other
nutrients between all the trees, helping all trees to
have equal access to these resources) we will create a
network of people, ‘Super connectors’ passing on
'nutrients' of information, connections and resources
to each other and building a healthy eco-system
across the city
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WHAT DO WE KNOW IS ALREADY
HAPPENING AROUND YOUNG PEOPLE IN
NEWCASTLE AND ON INTERNATIONALISM?
Participants discussed what we know now about
internationalism in the city. This varied over the two
sessions and between individuals. The following is a
record of the combined knowledge of all participants
across two sessions, with additional links and
information added that people may find useful.
It is a start to gathering information which we can
collect and share more effectively, as we develop our
partnership and communications.
The following section includes information on:
International Newcastle and its activities

INTERNATIONAL NEWCASTLE
International Newcastle is tasked with working with
partners across the city on a new approach to
internationalism and building a partnership to support
this. This is not a project, but a change to how we
work together in the city and with international
partners and a process which will evolve over time.
Initial step was to develop an outline international city
plan to help frame discussions and develop the
partnership. An initial priority theme was chosen
around supporting internationalism for children and
young people in the city, as global citizens.
Consultation began in July with Youth Connectors and
will continue into the Autumn 2019, with Youth
Connectors asked to engage more young people in
conversations and feed back in.
Working with British Council to open up opportunities
for young people and support the development of the
Our Newcastle Our World international plan and
partnership.

Civic links: City to city and region links
International communities in Newcastle

CIVIC LINKS: CITY TO CITY and CITY TO REGION
Newcastle City Council international civic links to other
cities and regions (details online, being updated soon)

Newcastle Youth Democracy Group
Schools
Universities and colleges
Language learning
City involvement in international events
Festivals with an international theme

Long standing twin town arrangements, some of which
are more active than others:
• Nancy, France
• Gelsenkirchen, Germany
• Bergen, Norway
• Haifa, Israel
Other partnership arrangements focusing on culture,
business, research and education, e.g. in:
• Europe (Groningen, Holland; Malmö, Sweden
cooperation agreement; Hanover, Germany; West
Sweden – NE Memorandum of Understanding)
• America (Atlanta, Boston, Little Rock)
• Africa (Durban, South Africa; Eastern Cape –
regional partnership agreement)
• Asia (Hainan, Henan, Taiyuan and Yunnan in China;
Newcastle, Australia)

Cultural activities with an international theme
Refugees and asylum seekers
International development organisations (focussed
on education)

Newcastles of the World independent friendship
project connecting with places called Newcastle across
the world (11 member towns/cities) Independent
secretariat in Newcastle led by David Faulkner and
Zelie Guerin, Project lead
•

Youth projects with an international theme or
opportunities
•

International Youth Fora

•

Hold bi-annual conference (Shinshiro, Japan in
2018 - some young people from Newcastle
attended, Shinshiro visit Newcastle in August 2019;
next one in Neuchatel, Switzerland in 2020.
Sharing youth opportunities and youth
representative groups;
Newcastle Passport for Visitors in different cities
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITIES IN NEWCASTLE

NEWCASTLE YOUTH DEMOCRACY GROUP

There are a wide range of international communities
living in Newcastle, including large numbers of young
people: communities who may have settled here some
time ago; newer migrant communities; as well as
refugees and asylum seekers

Some young people participate in the Youth Council
and Youth Parliament, known collectively as the Youth
Democracy Group, supported by the City Council

There are some international community groups listed
in the International Newcastle directory, (needs
updating) and a lot more in Newcastle CVS directory,
which includes a summary of services. Some examples
mentioned at the session are listed below (more
research needed):
•
•
•
•
•
•

African Community Advice NE
Alliance Française de Newcastle
Ghanaian Children’s Trust
North East Chinese Association
North East Jewish Community
North East Rwandan Association

Professionals working for businesses in Newcastle,
including British businesses working internationally and
international businesses located here
There are a number of international artists and writers
who live and work here, some who come to work with
cultural organisations in the city on specific projects
There are thousands of international students studying
in the city: Newcastle and Northumbria Universities,
INTU, Newcastle College, International House, as well
as academics from across the world working here
A wide range of community groups and organisations
support and celebrate international communities living
in Newcastle – a selection below (see Newcastle CVS
directory)
•

•

•

•

•

Across Communities – The Young People’s Project
(age 14-25) young people of different faiths and
backgrounds tackling community issues
(education, faith, culture, racism)
Angelou Centre black-led women’s organisation,
services for BAME women in the NE (training and
employment support, support for survivors of
violence, social and creative activities). Advocacy
at national level on issues affecting BAME women
and international issues/perspectives (e.g. FGM)
Millin Centre provide enterprise based accredited
learning and development via Local Women Local
Enterprise programme, predominantly for BAME
women to explore self-employment. Includes
Trading Collective (action learning), B Collective, A
Chance to Trade and enterprise grants
Byker Community Trust Housing Association
working for tenants. Provides opportunities for
education, training, creativity, youth activities.
Positive work linked to different cultures
Investing in People and Culture focuses on the
social inclusion of vulnerable migrant, refugee and
minority ethnic groups

They are from different backgrounds and ethnicities
Young people have portfolio responsibilities linked to
key themes, which they decide upon. They also link to
the UNICEF Child Friendly City workstrands
Some have had ad-hoc international experiences with
the City Council and Newcastles of the World (including
a visit to Shinshiro in Japan in 2018)

SCHOOLS
Numbers of young people with international
backgrounds and heritage are a growing in schools in
Newcastle, with 25-35 languages spoken in some cases
Benfield School has EAL internal celebrations; 32
languages are spoken in the schools, there is a breakout room to support children; they seek international
cultural opportunities, visiting performance
programmes
There are international exchanges between schools,
but there is no comprehensive information available
about who is doing what in the City; some schools have
had ski-trips or trips to cities, some to places, rather
than to other schools or youth groups; some exchanges
with students (e.g. French, Chinese), depending on the
school and funding and it is assumed there are more
likely to be school exchanges if the school is private
Local school link with Uganda (visa issues)
Former Comenius project with Wuhan in China
involving 7 Newcastle schools around professional
development, plans to do more

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES
Thousands of international students come to study in
Newcastle through the two Universities, as well as
Newcastle College, International House, INTU
There are also a lot of students from the UK travelling
abroad to study through the Erasmus+ programme
Newcastle and Northumbria Universities have overseas
campuses and international teams who work closely
with partners overseas to develop links
There are many extra curricula activities, social
activities, international student societies, student
unions working to support international students and
also students from all backgrounds volunteering in
communities
The universities provide language learning facilities
(see Languages section below)
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Universities have international teaching staff from
across the world

•

Newcastle University has a new Global Strategy

•

NEST: North East Solidarity Teaching is a project run by
Newcastle University Students Union focused on
educating and empowering the refugee community in
the North East
The universities undertake research on global issues
and contribute to learning, conferences, actions
around the world

LANGUAGE LEARNING
Newcastle University Language Resource Centre offers
a multimedia learning resource for independent
language learning and cross-cultural communication
Free to all members of the university, the general
public can register for a small fee to access the centre
Resources cover 150 languages, with 80 PCs language
learning software, 24 satellite channels for 17
languages, 800 foreign language films and 3000 online,
online English language study materials and podcasts
Study area, with assistants on hand, options to find a
language study partner (Tandem Learning Project)
Education outreach:
•
•
•

•

•

•

Events and activities for local schools to develop
resources for use in the language classroom
Linguacast free language learning resources, videos
for AQA, Edecel and GCSE (French, German,
Spanish, Chinese, Arabic, Japanese)
Taster days for Year 10 and 12 on the campus to
work with international students to learn about
other languages and cultures through taster
sessions – new schools welcome
Great Language Bake Off – cooking in another
language (French, German, Spanish, Italian,
Japanese or Chinese), filmed, celebration event
(free support cooking and video making included)
Launching digital mentoring project with a local
high school to mentor students in Spanish culture
and language - interested in working with other
schools that may be interested in this approach
One-off events with schools and colleges, will run
cultural events in 2020 and any collaborations with
any other organisations are always welcome

•

Offer a wide range of Modern Foreign Languages,
many EU national languages, to Turkish, Arabic,
Japanese, Korean, Russian (fees depend on levels)
Offer English as a Second or Other Language
(follows British Council programme) from
beginners to advanced (fees apply). Looking into
providing free ESOL for refugees/asylum seekers
Corporate/business offer includes bespoke training
in language and cultural awareness, translation
and interpreting, international business support
and delegate shadowing

International House offers a wide range of English
language courses and exams for non-native speakers
aged 13+ and teacher training (British Council
accredited)
One of 160 language schools that make up the
International House World Organisation
In Newcastle, around 2000 foreign students per year;
provides accommodation options to stay with a family
or at student apartments; provide social and cultural
experiences to help students engage with the city,
culture and communities
Tyneside Cinema provides Modern Foreign Languages
Study Days (French, German, Spanish) world cinema
screenings and presentations facilitated in the MFL
GSCE and A Level, plus resource pack tied to the
curriculum and activities. A Level study days led by
Newcastle Uni Language Ambassadors
Multilingual library in Eldon Gardens, with books in 59
languages
NEST: North East Solidarity and Teaching is a project
run by Newcastle University Students Union offers free
English lessons to help refugees improve their written
and verbal communication skills and boost confidence,
reduce stigma and prejudice and empower them
Action Foundation runs Action Language providing free
English language classes in Newcastle for refugees,
asylum seekers and other migrants that cannot access
mainstream ESOL and paid for classes for others
Language Assistants for schools, paid placements
provided through British Council programme for native
speakers

Business Language Communication Centre, provides
Professional and Business Language Training courses
through an online portal tailored to business needs
The Language Centre is a not-for-profit community
enterprise, based in Newcastle, which offers language
learning programmes for the general public and for
business, from beginners, through to elementary and
intermediate, with native speakers and cultural
awareness
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CITY INVOLVEMENT IN INTERNATIONAL EVENTS
Holocaust Memorial Day 27th January each year on the
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz
Range of memorial, cultural and other events across
the city and young people engage through schools,
cultural activities and civic events. Peace Procession 1
and 2 (with Skimstone Arts) celebrated refugee
experiences and stories
75th anniversary in 2020 on the theme ‘Stand Together’
exploring how genocidal regimes have fractured
society, marginalised certain groups and people can
stand together to speak out against oppression
Refugee Week Annual in June. International activities
around World Refugee Day on 20th June each year
In UK nationwide programme of arts, cultural and
education events that celebrate the contribution of
refugees to the UK and encourage understanding
between communities. Themed each year
Newcastle partners across sectors and communities
engage, including young people

FESTIVALS WITH INTERNATIONAL THEMES AND
CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL CULTURES
Chinese New Year celebrations (Annual: February)
Centred around Stowell Street and China Town in
Newcastle. A range of cultural, arts, cuisine, traditional
festivities and parades
Harambie Pasadia (Annual: 30 May-2 June 2019) Afro
Fusion Arts Festival. 4-day family camping event.
Celebrating diverse cultures, foods, music, artists and
fusions of the African diaspora
Vamos! (Annual: 12-14th July 2019) Celebrating Spanish
and Portuguese cultures from across the world –
Europe, Latin America, Africa, combines culture,
cuisine, art, film, theatre, dance, music, fashion,
literature, sport and education. Big street parade.
GemArts Masala Festival (Annual: 15th-21st July 2019)
Weeklong festival celebrating South East Asian arts
and culture, with performances (dance, music, poetry,
theatre), films, workshops and classes (yoga,
meditation), cuisine, pop ups and demonstrations and
a family mini mela (full 2019 programme)
Summertyne Americana Festival (Annual: 19-21 July
2019) live music festival celebrating all things
Americana, Quayside and Sage Gateshead
Northern Pride Festival (Annual: 19-21 July 2019)
LGBTQ celebration, parade, part of international Pride
celebrations and this year commemorating 50 years
since the Stonewall Riots in New York
Reaching Out Takeover Festival (27th July 2019) For
young people 11+, Northern Stage – young people
from across the city showcase work done with artists,

also live music, theatre performances and things to
experiment with artists
Newcastle Mela (Annual: 25-26th August 2019)
Celebration of Pakistani, Bengali, Indian and other
South Asian cultures. Music, cuisines, art and cultures
from around the world, contemporary and traditional
music and dance. Free. All ages

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES WITH AN INTERNATIONAL
THEME, OR INVOLVING DIVERSE COMMUNITIES
Waka Waka Africa North East celebrates and promotes
African and African-Caribbean music and culture.
Range of events across the NE region. Includes
promoting young people’s clubs and cultural activities
GemArts South Asian and diversity arts. Creates and
programmes high quality concerts, events, festivals,
workshops and commissions with regional, national
and international artists across all art forms (dance,
drama, music, visual arts, cooking, living history)
•
•

•
•

Artists: Supports artist development and platforms
Learning and Participation: workshops, events,
schools participatory programme, Arts Award
centre and ArtsMark, work with community groups
including BAME and refugees and asylum seekers
Volunteering opportunities (Masala Festival)
Masala Festival in July annually – celebration of
South East Asian arts, culture and traditions

D6: Culture in Transit works with artists from around
the world to capture and reveal stories that unite us.
They have run an international programme of
commissions, residencies and events for over 28 years
and have partners in 57 countries. They provide
advocacy and mentoring skills in arts and culture and
have led projects with 31 countries in the last 5 years,
supported 51 international residencies in the last 10
years and initiated 60 commissions that give voice to
marginalised communities and change attitudes.
There is Beauty in this Journey is their current major
programme 2019-22, which seeks to redress the
sensationalism and bias around migration stories,
aspiring towards a shared and responsive exploration
of our cities and neighbourhoods. This includes:
•

Research residencies 2019

•

International Migrants Day activities 2018

•

The Earth is Turning poetry collection

•

Contested Desires 2019+ co-production initiative
with 6 countries exploring shared colonial heritage

Click here for archive of other programmes
Skimstone Arts supports diverse artists and those at
risk of isolation, to create work with, for and about the
world that matters to them. Their work with, by and
for young people includes:
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•
•

•
•

Young Artist Collective exploring different artforms
and collaborative arts practice
Echo Artists progressing from Young Artists
Collective, established practice in music, visual arts
and performance, completed silver or gold Arts
Awards and developing as independent artists
Reaching Out Takeover Festival 14- 25 year olds
creative events at the start of the summer
Reality Boots music performance band 16-25 yrs

Skimstone Arts Ensemble worked on Peace Process-ion
1 and 2 exploring refugees and the Holocaust, involving
refugees telling their stories and discussing the
challenges they faced and to spread unity
Company of Others is a dance theatre company which
creates co-authored work with audiences highlighting
and sharing the experiences of diverse communities
•
•

Crackle.Dust. is a new production in 2019, sharing
experiences of women across the north (supported
by Dance City, GemArts, Kala Sangam)
Walker Youth Dance Project choreographed a
dance piece for International Women’s Day 2018

Newcastle City Council Arts Development team
commissions artists’ residencies around themes of
community cohesion and bringing people together
from different backgrounds (e.g. West End residency)
New Writing North supports writing and reading in the
North of England. We commission new work, create
development opportunities, nurture talent and make
connections.
Work with young people includes:
•

•

NWN Young Writers programme for young people.
We support you to express your ideas, to work
with professional writers and artists, to create and
share new work and to meet other young writers.
NWN Young Writer’s Summer Schools 3-day Young
Writers’ Summer Schools take place across the
North East. Here, young people aged 12-19 work
on exciting creative writing projects with
professional writers and artists. Recent projects
have included songwriting, animation, rap, plays,
crime writing and poetry.

Curious Monkey creates theatre inspired by the
experiences of local communities and international
participants. Gives voice to underrepresented people,
audiences are often young and new to theatre:
•
•

Arriving: A play exploring stories of young refugees
and migrants living in the UK, celebrating the
richness and diversity. Opens Northern Stage 2020
Two Newcastles: Project with and Newcastle Arts
Development Organisation from Kwa Zulu Natal in
South Africa. Created theatre, developed skills.
International exchange, work with communities

•

This World Here/Nomhlaba Le international
collaboration between South Africa and Newcastle
upon Tyne, original music, traditional songs,
verbatim testimony and storytelling performed in
May 2018 in the North East

Tyne & Wear Archives and Museums
•

•
•

•

Erasmus+ project led by Trade and Tourism
Museum in Budapest and with 8 museum partners,
looking at vocational education and how museums
connect with young people around this area of
learning (Nov 2018 launch, 3-year project)
Destination Tyneside permanent exhibition about
international migration into Tyneside, sharing
stories of people who made this their home
Arrivals: Making Tyneside Home temporary
exhibition of photography until 3rd November
2019, photos and stories of people who migrated
to the region from overseas
Dr Hari Shukla fund to support diversity and
inclusion

Tyneside Cinema specialised cinema and digital arts
venue and programmes international films
•
•

£1 tickets for refugees and asylum seekers
discounted access cinema programmes, including
Young Tyneside and relaxed screenings
• Projects artists moving image programme, film
screenings, live events and artist development
opportunities, including international artists, plus
commissions for new short films
• Learning and participation programme: includes
film academies, school workshops, holiday schools
programme, Artsmark and Arts Award and Young
Tyneside discounted films for 15-24 year olds - also
• Modern Foreign Languages Study Days (French,
German, Spanish) world cinema screenings and
presentations facilitated in the MFL for GSCE and A
Level, resource pack tied to the curriculum and
activities
Sage Gateshead: International activities through
Sistema Europa, Exchanges with Canada, Sweden,
Brazil (Sao Paulo), placements with Hong Kong
Music learning programme for children and young
people, seeking to ensure young people from all
backgrounds, abilities and including those who may
have difficult personal circumstances, barriers,
challenges or additional needs have the opportunity to
learn and enjoy music
•
•

•

In Harmony: national programme, focused here on
West End of Newcastle, orchestra
CoMusica: Inclusion training; Arches Academy for
alternative education and contemporary digital
music, hip-hop, street art; Music Spark community
music and work experience for those with
additional needs; Progression routes
Young Musicians Programme: 4-19, access to
music learning, financial support available
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REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS
Newcastle City of Sanctuary Network of organisations
and communities working together to support and
welcome people as a place of safety and to take part in
community life; links to learning English, drop-ins,
support agencies, health card
Provides information sheet in English and other
languages on a organisations who provide advice,
support, services, cultural or community opportunities

•

Action Language provides free English language
classes to migrants that cannot access mainstream
ESOL and paid for classes for others

British Red Cross on Western Avenue provides:
•
•
•
•

A welcome project for new arrivals
Emergency provisions, casework support
Family reunion travel assistance
International family tracing for families separated
by war, conflict and disaster
Volunteering opportunities and First Aid training

International Newcastle, D6 Culture and City of
Sanctuary are planning to host a Forum for artists and
cultural practitioners who are refugees and asylum
seeks to engage with the cultural organisations and
infrastructure in the city to support them to continue
to practice, as well as exploring widening access to the
cultural offer for refugees and asylum seekers,
including young people from those communities

•

Northumbria and Newcastle Universities are applying
to be Universities of Sanctuary and also offer
scholarships for refugees

NEST: North East Solidarity and Teaching is a project
run by Newcastle University Students Union offers free
English lessons to help refugees improve their written
and verbal communication skills and boost confidence,
reduce stigma and prejudice and empower them

Refugee Week (Annual) national week putting the
spotlight on issues and challenges of refugees and
celebrating their lives (see International Events)
West End Refugee Service – range of services, listening,
advice, befriending, job mentoring, clothing store and
hardship fund
North of England Refugee Service provides advice,
integration support, housing and interpretation and
translation, employment advice, ESOL language
classes, health advice, volunteering opportunities and
community participation
Volunteer Centre Newcastle provides volunteering
opportunities to share skills, improve English and feel
valued, less isolated and part of the community
Regional Refugee Forum North East is a refugee-led
community organisation to provide a voice and
platform for advocacy, influencing policy and
identifying solutions to secure lasting change, reducing
discrimination, inequality and hardship

African Community Advice North East supports the
settlement of asylum seekers and refugees from the
African continent and to actively promote their
integration with the host community so that they can
lead full and active lives, and participate in and
contribute to the community on an equal basis

The North East Rwandan Association raises awareness
of issues affecting Rwandans and provides support
JET (Jobs, Education, Training) is a registered charity
helping people from the BAME community, asylum
seekers, refugees and New Migrant communities to
find work, improve their skills and integrate in the
community.
ON-D-GO Developing the Employability and Enterprise
skills of displaced people. SFEDI is the UK partner in
this project with other partners from Cyprus, Ireland,
Lithuania, Italy and Austria and Switzerland. It supports
the economic integration of migrants through the
creation of a tailored migrant entrepreneurship
training programme with a suite of flexible and
adaptable training resources that will help migrants
integrate and participate in society. Led by Newcastle
based SFEDI

Crossings is a social space for people to have fun, feel
safe, sing, lean and perform music and meet other
refugee, asylum seekers and migrants and local people
The Comfrey Project runs gardening, cooking and
creative projects in Newcastle and Gateshead to
creative a sense of wellbeing and belonging. Moorside
allotment, Walker Community Garden, Windmill Hills
Community Centre in Bensham
Action Foundation provides a range of support:
•
•

Action House provides accommodation and
support to destitute asylum seekers and refugees
with no resource to public funds.
Action Letting manages property for landlords and
lets them to homeless refugees
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EDUCATION FOCUSSED INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATIONS IN NEWCASTLE
COCO is based in Newcastle and runs a series of
programmes in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda to provide
sustainable, quality education to children in poor and
marginalised communities. Also works in partnership
with North East schools and universities
IN East Africa:
• Schools for Life COCO works with 13 communities
in 3 countries to build sustainable schools and
communities. Key elements of the programme
combine shelter, power, water and sanitation,
food, sport, recreation, entrepreneurship
• Community Development Listen, learn, sustain
approach working with communities to ensure
projects have long term and maximum benefit (e.g.
growing food for school fees, small loans for
enterprise, sustainable agriculture, solar lamps)
In the region:
• NE Schools COCO works with 50 schools in the
North East to deliver a range of activities and
tailor-made activity workshop days, pupils learn
about counterparts in East African countries
• School Partnerships are supported between the
region and with schools in East Africa and have a
mutually beneficial education programme
• Universities COCO provides placements for
students from all five universities in the region,
opportunities for academic research and
fundraising, universities’ COCO student societies
• Fundraising A series of fundraising activities in the
region from the annual ball, to Great North Run,
Walk the Wall, plus overseas challenges (Machu
Picchu Trek, Kilimanjaro Climb, Atlas Mountains)
Team Kenya is based in Newcastle and connects UK
schools with schools in Kenya, organise student
exchanges and volunteering opportunities. Activities
include challenging inequality, encouraging gender
equality through sport and a range of other activities to
empower women and transform communities
•

•
•
•
•

School partnerships Schools can partner with a
school in Ndhiwa Kenya and work on curriculum
activities; Teachers can apply for funding through
British Council to visit partner schools and for a
reciprocal visit (Connecting Classrooms
programme); students can also visit
Schools fundraise, gain skills, work experience and
qualifications (Duke of Edin)
University Partnerships Newcastle and
Northumbria have Team Kenya societies with
volunteering and fundraising opportunities
UK Challenges – e.g. Great North Run fundraiser
Overseas Challenges Volunteers can take part in
challenges to fundraise (Climb Mount Kenya,
Kenya Cycle – for Newcastle University students)

mycloudcoach is a start-up business run by a
Sunderland University graduate which focuses on
making teaching resources available in developing
countries, through free digital education material.
Educators can donate online material, which is verified.
Low cost solar powered projectors are provided in poor
and marginalised communities around the world to
enable teachers to display online content

YOUTH PROJECTS WITH INTERNATIONAL ELEMENTS
(we do not know extent of Newcastle involvement
in some of these)
Streetwise provide a range of health and wellbeing
support services for young people aged 11-25 in
Newcastle. Are supporting Intercultural Conversations
(Level Up; Czech and Roma communities)
National Citizen Service (NCS) for ages 15-17. 4 phase
programme around becoming active, engaged citizens,
social action, volunteering and challenges (involve
diverse young people and communities in the UK)
International Citizen Service (ICS) provides overseas
volunteer placements for 18-25 year olds and Team
Leader placements for 23-35 year olds. Active in 8
countries (Nigeria, Zambia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania,
Nepal, Bangladesh, Cambodia). Funded by Dept for
International Development (volunteers are supported
to fundraise to top up government funding to fund
placement). Placements are part of a wider
development programme, with objectives set in
partnership with communities. Programmes around
education, enterprise, social justice, health,
environment. 12-week placement.
Girlguiding North East run international trips each year
tailored to members’ service projects and community
work (as units, regional or national):
•
•
•

World of Opportunities Weekends – girls aged
10yrs+ info weekend to find out about
international opportunities with Girlguiding
International Community Experience (ICE) 11-13
yrs, 5-day project volunteering (usually EU)
International Service Projects for Rangers 14yrs+
long haul trips, teams working to complete a
service project, embedded in culture and
community and building life skills

Scouts welcome people from all backgrounds and
ages 6-25, providing opportunities, skills and active
citizenship activities. They also have a long history
of working internationally and they have a number
of opportunities to engage internationally through
their units locally, regionally and nationally, as well
as World Scout Programmes and lobbying and
advocacy at global level:
•
•
•

World Scout Environment Programme
Messengers of Peace
Scouts of the World Award
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•
•

Scouts Centre of Excellence protecting and
promoting the environment
World events including World Scout Jamboree
every 4 yrs for 14-17 yr olds, World Scout Moot
for young adults, Inter-religious symposium

Anne Frank Trust education charity empowering young
people with skills and confidence to challenge
prejudice and discrimination. Education programmes
use Anne Frank’s powerful life story and diary as a
starting point. Work with schools, local authorities and
criminal justice sector to deliver programmes.
Opportunity UK provides links to opportunities for
young people to volunteer, learn and travel in Europe:
European Voluntary Service and Erasmus+ projects,
youth exchange and training (18-30 year olds)
World Challenge promotes overseas travel to
empower young people and compliment school
learning, giving students the opportunity to become
global citizens:
•
•

•

•

Expeditions 14-28 days, student-led, with a 12-18
month lead in to help students plan, lead and
participate in adventures such as trekking
Journeys 8-14 days, curated journeys to foster
global citizenship through cultural immersion; preplanned itinerary with a deep dive into a local
community to gain perspective and share learning
Adventures 8-14 day action adventures, everything
pre-booked and pre-organised, includes trekking,
white water rafting, snorkelling, shared learning,
conservation, community led initiatives
Project Independence young people train together
in the UK and go on an expedition to one of two
places internationally (2020 Borneo or Morocco)

Woodcraft Folk weekly groups where volunteers and
young people (age 4-20) play games, sing, take part in
drama, discussions, projects and crafts, and learn
about local and global issues in a fun, entertaining way.
Have an international element to provide international
experiences.
CISV Global non-profit organisation, non-political and
non-religious peace organisation for international and
intercultural Youth Exchange (ages 11+). Range of
programmes for different ages and opportunities for
regional and local voluntary engagement. Promotes
experiential learning. Has partners on all continents
and 70 nations. Have activities within the UK as well.
Costs vary, but have to pay travel and expenses.

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH FORA AND PLATFORMS
(we do not know the extent of Newcastle
engagement in these)
YES Forum is a European forum which organises
training, seminars and conferences that connect
members with experts and decision makers. Exchange
of good practice on youth work and policies, social
inclusion and participation of young people with
vulnerable backgrounds, formal and non-formal
education, sustainable development of skills and
competencies
Encourages transnational co-operation between
members, involving young people and practitioners
Seeks to improve prospects for young people around
education, training and employment; strengthen youth
work; boost participation of marginalised young people
in democratic decision-making processes, increase
political and social recognition of youth issues
European Youth Forum provides a platform for the
voice of young people in Europe, where young people
are equal citizens and encouraged and supported to
achieve their fullest potential as citizens. Representing
over 100 youth organisations which bring together tens
of millions of young people from all over Europe.
Works to empower young people to participate
actively in society and improve their own lives by
advocating their needs and interests.
Main goals are greater youth participation, stronger
youth organisations, increased youth autonomy and
inclusion.
UN Forum on Youth seeks to build awareness of the
global situation of young people, as well as promote
their rights and aspirations. Works towards greater
participation of young people in decision making as a
means of achieving peace and development.
Includes activities:
•

World Programme of Action for Youth

•

International Youth Day 12th August

•

Interagency Network on Youth Development

•

Youth Delegate Programme

•

World Youth Report
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WHAT WE DON’T KNOW ABOUT
INTERNATIONAL LINKS, COMMUNITIES,
ACTIVITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES THAT WE
WOULD LIKE TO FIND OUT ABOUT

YOUNG PEOPLE’S OPINIONS

Participants in both sessions felt that there was a lot
we do not know, that we should find out about. With
improved knowledge and also commitment from
across the city, we will be better able to work
together towards improving internationalism and
international opportunities for young people and
partners in the city.

What does internationalism mean to young people?

“We don't know what we don't know, so
we need to find out what we don't
know!”
As part of the process of developing the international
city plan, International Newcastle is gathering
information to fill the gaps in our knowledge and will
explore how best to share this. Participants said areas
where more information was needed included:
Young people's opinions
British Council and International Newcastle
Other support for internationalism
Schools, Colleges, Universities
The impact and consequences of Brexit
Gaps in our knowledge about internationalism
Organisations and partners in Newcastle
There was a call for a central point of information, a
digital portal, which everyone could access to share
information about all aspects of internationalism:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

international communities
groups and organisations working locally and/or
internationally with an international dimension
events, activities
international links
international exchanges
funding opportunities
other support for internationalism from partners
within the city or externally

This is already being discussed by International
Newcastle with partners in the city and also British
Council. Options to create something useable for the
city will continue to be explored and resources found
to support this.

The thoughts and opinions of young people on a much
wider scale and from a diversity of communities and
backgrounds

Young people's perceived barriers to internationalism
Are they interested in internationalism within the city,
international exchanges, languages? Where do they
want to go, if they want to travel?
What sort of subjects or topics are they interested in
with a global dimension?

BRITISH COUNCIL and INTERNATIONAL NEWCASTLE
What the range of British Council programmes are and
is it possible to have an easy to use summary of
initiatives and opportunities?
We need to understand and unpack programmes and
look for opportunities within them
Who, from Newcastle, already accesses the various
British Council and EU opportunities - what are they
doing, who is involved, what impact is it having?
(British Council is undertaking research on this)
How IN and British Council can support people and
organisations to access international opportunities
through British Council and EU programmes (they are
working together to explore this now and will report
back in the autumn)

OTHER SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONALISM
What other funding, programmes, initiatives are
available to support internationalism for young people
and how we can access them? Who can help us?
Who to go to in different organisations for advice,
contacts and support?

SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES
What's happening in schools and what international
dimension they have, whether they have international
schools’ exchanges or not (and the difference between
the type and level of activities in state and private
schools)
What is going on which could link with schools?
How we could get more experience for our young
people outside of school?
Guests who would be willing to come in and speak to
pupils who are from an international background, can
talk about international themes, cultures, experiences
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Any funding or support (e.g. to link with schools
internationally, which could assist us in our quest? (see
British Council presentation/notes on opportunities)

What information and opportunities are there to link
with international communities who live in the city and
how can we achieve this?

Are there any schools here who have achieved the
International Schools Award (British Council)?

What schools are doing now (see Schools section)

More information about the international activities and
students at Newcastle College and other FE provision
and how they would like to engage
More information about the universities, their
international strategies, international student body
and activities relating to this, as well as students who
are from the UK who spend time abroad and how we
can work with the universities as part of a partnership
Any relevant research projects that are underway that
feed into this discussion
Any student union or volunteering initiatives

THE IMPACT AND CONSEQUENCES OF BREXIT
What will happen post-Brexit? Will there be more
division in communities, will there be negative
consequences in more deprived and more diverse
communities?
What partnering, collaboration and funding
opportunities will remain post-Brexit?

GAPS IN OUR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT
INTERNATIONALISM IN NEWCASTLE
What are young people currently doing in terms of
organising things?
Data and statistics about international experiences of
young people now (we think it is declining, but is this
true?)
What is the best way to engage with young people on
this subject – through schools, youth connectors and
organisations working with them, youth projects?
Where you can find out about internationalism,
international links - there is a lack of joined up
information or a one place we can access information

What universities are doing across their organisations
What the level of language learning is across the city
What level of language people need in different
circumstances and how to improve language take-up
More information about Newcastle as a Child Friendly
City and how this links to the international agenda and
ambitions in the city
More about Newcastles of the World
Tyne and Wear Citizens UK have a people's assembly.
Do they have an international dimension?
We don't know what skills Refugees and Migrants
have. (Note from SR – West End Refugee Service has
just established a project called Skills Match which
matches the skills of Refugees and Migrants to
opportunities available across the city, Hannah is the
contact we could find out more about this)

ORGANISATIONS AND PARTNERS IN NEWCASTLE
What are services/ activities/ organisations currently
doing to encourage internationalism?
Are wider organisations across the city open to
supporting internationalism and sharing expertise, links
and actively helping young people have international
experiences
Business links across the world, international
businesses located here, international employees living
here, businesses trading internationally and mobility of
people from here across the world and whether
businesses would be supportive of helping create
international opportunities for young people
Are there barriers for international organisations to
working with/ engaging in Newcastle? Who are they
and what do they do? Is the appetite there to
collaborate with partners in the city around this topic?

Understanding all the links that there may be across
the world (from different partners and sectors) that we
could access or engage with to enhance international
opportunities for young people
Would like to know more about the international
communities in Newcastle, who they are, where they
are, how we can engage with them, understand and
learn about their cultures and ensure they feel
welcome and appreciated within the city and help
wider communities engage to build mutual tolerance,
respect and relationships
What community spaces exist where there are cultural
opportunities which young people could engage with?
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WHAT CHALLENGES/BARRIERS DO YOU THINK
WE MAY FACE IN ACHIEVING OUR AMBITIONS?
A number of challenges were identified, based on the
previous discussions:

PRACTICALITIES, INFORMATION, RESOURCES
Affordability and accessibility of international
exchange for young people, especially from public
schools and in areas of disadvantage
Sustainability – how sustainable is travel abroad when
there is a climate emergency?

Engagement and attitudes

There is no central place to find out this sort of
information and get support for internationalism

Practicalities, info, resources

Accessing Information in an easy to digest format

Politics and policies

Knowing where to find funding for projects and
programmes

Schools and education

ENGAGEMENT AND ATTITUDES
Making sure we involve young people from across
society in the discussions
Changing attitudes and beliefs can take generations to
change. 2025 is a good starting point, but it's
absolutely going to be a longer-term journey (as I'm
sure you're expecting).
Bringing everyone on board. (Young) people are
already connected globally, to international news,
celebrities, brands etc - but the world of 'fake news'
can give false impressions and reinforce negative
stereotypes of other cultures. Combating fake news
which is available 24/7/365 will be a challenge
Getting the word out to young people - need great
partnerships within schools and local communities
Mentality – some people may not have had
international experiences in their family, some people
may not see the value in international experiences
Brexit is causing uncertainty and increasing the levels
of, division, intolerance and hate in our society
Racism
Mainstream society and attitudes make it harder for
people to stand up and speak their mind

Safeguarding issues of children and young people
travelling abroad, homestays etc
How can we be International without travelling, many
people can't due to financial, mobility, carer and other
issues, but what can we do to have an international
experience within our city?
Geography of the area, transport, not a cohesive area
Mobility issues – visa problems for some international
exchange for young people (e.g. Uganda) also if young
people have criminal conviction (e.g. USA entry)

POLITICS AND POLICIES
Politicians and a lot of the negative rhetoric about
different international communities
Brexit! The unknown of what will happen after Brexit,
whether we can still be part of European
programmes, whether increasing division will
continue in the country, potential negative economic
impacts in communities which could cause further
tensions and hardships
Lack of Government funding and support for projects
Lack of local decision making
Feeling unable to influence those in authority and an
inability to influence decision making
Arabic countries are increasingly refusing to engage in
English in business and using Arabic

Barriers can be created within groups through the
establishment of hierarchies of need and that can
lead to disharmony

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION

Everyone believing it is not their job, this type of
belief has been fostered by the funding environment

Conflicting pressures within the Education Curriculum

Money and time in the school curriculum

Competition between organisations for funding which
creates barriers

Private versus State Educations

Thinking as people rather than as profit maximising
businesses and asking yourself, did you help someone
access an opportunity, did you give them a chance?

In primary school, encouraging and supporting their
parents to allow their children to leave them for a
week and travel to another part of the country is hard
enough. It is a balance between an opportunity that
everyone can access and only a few can

Keeping the motivation up when all around you, you
feel people are not listening to your message

Knowing where to find information and support
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DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS ABOUT HOW WE
COULD TACKLE THESE AND WHO COULD HELP?
The groups highlighted things that might help overcome
some of the barriers and there are many suggestions in
the 2025 vision section as well, which could be explored,
as a means to overcome challenges.
In addition, the next section provides some additional
ideas about what Youth Connectors can do.

HOW CAN WE OVERCOME CHALLENGES?
It would be great to learn more about how
International Newcastle and the British Council can
support with this, if at all
It would be useful to have a central hub storing
information on community groups, events, festivals
etc. to share contact details/ideas and avoid
duplication
Use digital technology to support internationalism.
We have a growing digital and technology sector,
involve them in planning and share their expertise
and ideas
We need to build bridges within the city between the
young people that are able to access these
opportunities and those that won't
Schools need to address safeguarding issues, it might
be difficult to house young people with local families
because of this becomes harder to address
Having easier access to public funds
A change in mentalities
Finding people abroad that would be interested in
engaging
We should look beyond Europe and be truly
international (China, Sub Saharan Africa, South East
Asia and the Arab countries are areas the British
Council is focusing on internationally)
Making sure we connect everybody
Partnership working has to be based on achieving real
outcomes rather than tick boxes
Not feeling under pressure to create new things but
instead looking to add value and co-ordinate what is
already taking place
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HOW CAN YOU HELP ENGAGE MORE YOUNG
PEOPLE ORGANISATIONS, NETWORKS IN
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THEIR INTERNATIONAL
AMBITIONS? WHO, WHY AND WHEN?
WHAT SUPPORT DO YOU NEED TO DO THIS?
Participants shared ideas about how we can engage
more young people in discussions and build a culture of
internationalism, awareness and support.

Engaging young people in conversation and
building an interest in internationalism

We can bring about discussions with young people in
our current projects or establish new work looking at
international influence. We can promote and share
the opportunities through our contacts and networks.
In the past, we have held Erasmus funding, and held
seminars on European funding for the VCS.
We can engage young people in conversation at
regional level as well through youth organisations
Make sure we have a feedback loop – so we can keep
on sharing their thoughts, ideas, aspirations and
challenges

Embedding internationalism in the everyday

Universities have a lot of international students and
students from the UK who study abroad – gather
student feedback about their experiences and share
the information about the benefits with young people
in the city – students could go into schools and talk

Build internationalism and international
experiences into education and training

In the Summer after Year 11, there isn't that much
going on for many young people so this could be an
ideal opportunity to connect

Align and enhance internationalism across the city

Use social media to get messages and information out

Use sport and culture to promote internationalism
Build partnership, knowledge, awareness and
access to information and opportunity

ENGAGING YOUNG PEOPLE IN
CONVERSATION AND BUILDING AN INTEREST
IN INTERNATIONALISM

Share examples of what kinds of activities and
opportunities young people can access and help them
explore what they might be interested in and what it
might mean for them personally, their group, school
or community
Develop an East End Corner, similar to Hyde Park
Speakers Corner, for young people to discuss issues
that they are facing. Help them to become activists
and really engaged with their local communities and
show them they can make a difference

Seek new relationships with young people
As Youth Connectors, we can all engage young people
that we come into contact with to see what they
think, explore ideas and gather (and share) their views
– everyone deserves to be part of the conversation
Engage young people across the city through youth
work and young people’s projects, community
activities, in schools, with students, placements,
cultural activities, Youth Parliament, City of Dreams
Listen to how young people want to engage and what
they feel are their priorities
Engage icons that young people admire and respect to
promote messages and thinking around
internationalism – why think internationally if you live
in your own bubble – people need a reason to branch
out and do something different
Have young people's icons – Greta, Malala others that
could come to the city, use Icons like Fab from
Newcastle Eagles. Have them in the city for a week
and help schools and young people's organisations
have access to them during that time

ALIGN AND ENHANCE INTERNATIONALISM
ACROSS THE CITY
Align international activities across the city, so that we
are able to feed into and from them – e.g. build a
year-long programme that everyone knows about and
can contribute to (visits, exchange, sport and cultural
events, conferences, SDG-related activities,
community activities, business, schools, colleges, unis)
Have a big celebration event, e.g. at the Frederick
Douglass Centre at Newcastle Helix, building on
themes of social justice, but also showcasing different
cultures and international activities in the city
Cultural organisations - think about how we
programme internationalism and how we engage
young people and communities across the city in that
Engage the diaspora community – the communities
with international backgrounds, heritage and culture
to showcase and highlight this, celebrate it and
support cross-cultural engagement and cross-sector
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EMBEDDING INTERNATIONALISM IN THE
EVERYDAY

USE SPORT AND CULTURE TO PROMOTE
INTERNATIONALISM

Make internationalism ‘business as usual’ – part of
the everyday offer (in the curriculum, as part of
content, activities, discussions; in daily life through
networking and relationships within the city)

We can consider internationalism (especially in terms
of literature and storytelling) within our current
programmes in local schools/writing groups. We could
also programme an additional more focused project,
funding dependent (New Writing North)

Share information regularly through social media,
facebook, instagram so that it becomes the norm and
young people share information more widely about
international experiences and opportunities
Embed internationalism into learning and the school
curriculum – and support teachers to do this through
professional development
Use school bulletin boards, school council, social
media, leaflets to get information out
Use digital tools to help us work internationally and
build relationships, awareness, practical activities,
which become the norm
There is a growing sense of/ interest in 'local' whether that be local towns and villages, sub regional,
or regional connections. Internationalism seems to be
a concept that is discussed as important at a strategic
level - NELEP, LAs, Northern Powerhouse etc. This
language and discussion can be as off-putting to some
young people as politics and Brexit.
It's a longer-term journey of steady improvement. It's
about young people and their families understanding
and appreciating all aspects of internationalism that
has touched their lives - TV, food choices, people they
meet, where their cars are made etc

BUILD INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCES INTO
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Work with all the schools in Newcastle, this can be
achieved through the Newcastle Promise Board which
all schools are signed up to, so whatever we create for
young people will be delivered through this route
Mapping into SMSC/ PSHE with school wrap around
care. Celebrate internationalism explicitly in the time
we have around subjects
Have an International Week at all schools, as a big
celebration and build it up from there
Teachers sharing ideas and developing new ideas
We can host pupils in the Language Resource Centre
(Newcastle University) for visit day/language tasters
etc. We can work with other partners in the city to
facilitate cultural events.
Promote or add international experiences within,
volunteering work placements and apprenticeships
for post-16s and make sure people know about it

City of Dreams can introduce internationalism into
discussions via the Board and programmes – appeal to
people interested in arts and culture
One of Newcastle's biggest brands is Newcastle
United, there are pros and cons with Newcastle being
a football city. Potential to engage Newcastle United
(Foundation and Club) to influence and spread the
message to help young people think internationally
Hold a big International Cultural Conference

BUILD PARTNERSHIP, KNOWLEDGE,
AWARENESS, ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND
OPPORTUNITY
More of a network to support discussion and
direction. Better understanding of what success might
look like (measurement, evidence, focus). Funders to
show interest in this as a topic
Knowledge of what support we have locally. Who we
can use to support us and how we can be informed
Access to more youth connectors
Develop an online digital platform as a central point
for everyone to share information about
internationalism and find out about contacts,
activities, collaboration and opportunities,
achievements and issues
If information is online, have it translated into
different languages, so that it is more accessible to
diverse communities
Raise awareness of the opportunities for young
people across all parts of society – through the
connectors – feed information through to them so
they can engage young people in discussions and help
shape and plan how we move forward – whilst
highlighting opportunities along the way
Engage employers/businesses and take them with us
on this journey
Encouraging businesses to support local communities
Tap into international companies in Newcastle and
see if we can use their resources more effectively,
how can they impact on local people
Have a designated International Awareness week
Hold local, regional, national and international
conferences and events, with international themes
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APPENDIX 1: Event participants
First name
Faïza
Declan
Elysia
Alex
Sarah
Clymene
Mandy
Isabelle
Nicola
Ruth
Ben
Morgan
Alison
Deivid
Emma
Andy
Joan
MD
Julia
Vicky
Alice
Tessy
Nadia
Maria
Steve
Ellen
Emma
Claire
Tania
Austin
Filipa
Jacob
Nathalie
Holly
Sanjee
Steven
Liyanah
Holly
Rosie
Alina
Miles
Poppy
Christopher
Ho-Yin

Second Name
Ariech
Baharini
Balsdon
Black
Carr
Christoforou
Coppin
Dale
Dale
Dewhurst
Dickenson
Dobson
Flannagan-Wood
Flores
Gibson
Graham
Graham
Hamid
Handelman-Smith
Hartley
Holliday
Idemudia
Iftkhar
Irving
Jinski
Johnson
Leggott
Logan
Mahmood
McNamara
Moreira
Nelson
Paris
Pennal
Ratnatunga
Richards
Riyaz
Sinkinson
Tapsfield
Trewhitt
Wallis-Clarke
Weatherspoon
Wilkinson
Wong

Organisation
The Language Centre
International Newcastle
Newcastle Youth Council
Youth Focus NE
Benfield School
D6: Culture in Transit
Streetwise North
Yr 12 student
Newcastle Council for Voluntary Service
New Writing North
City of Dreams
Newcastle Youth Parliament
Newcastle City Council (Culture)
International House
Newcastle Youth Council
Newcastle City Council - UNICEF Child Friendly City
Millin Charity Enterprise
D6: Culture in Transit
British Council - Internationalism
Newcastle City Council (Communities; Youth Democracy Gp)
FIRST Network
Newcastle Youth Parliament
Company of Others
Benfield School
Sage Gateshead
Culture Bridge NE (Creative Apprentice)
Byker Community Trust
Team Kenya
British Council - Cities
The Key
Newcastle Youth Council
Newcastle Youth Council
Alliance Française de Newcastle
Newcastle University Language Resource Centre
Ideas for change consulting
Skimstone Arts
Newcastle Youth Council
New Writing North
Newcastle City Council City of Sanctuary
Tyneside Cinema
Hotspur Primary & Newcastle LCEP
International House
Newcastle University Students Union
Skimstone Arts

8th July
X
X
X

9th July
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
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REGISTERED FOR THE EVENT, BUT UNABLE TO ATTEND
People who registered but were not able to attend, were sent the survey questions after the event, to give an
opportunity to respond to the workshop questions. They also received the event report and resource pack.

First name
Nikki
Duncan
Debi
Bethan
Mirry
Nick
Lucy
Cheryl
Jon
Kate
Catherine
Margaret
Alison
Amina
John
Clare
Peter
Matthew

Second Name
Niblo
O'Farrell
Bailey

Kendall
Baty
Niblo
Montague
Blenkinsop
Emmerson
Shaw
Hayat
Carr
Smith
Stark
Goj

Organisation
Active Newcastle
Active Newcastle
Benfield School NEAT
City of Dreams - Young Champion
City of Dreams - Young Champion
City of Dreams - Young Champion
COCO
Dance City
NE Youth
Newcastle City Council
Newcastle City Council UNICEF Child Friendly City
Newcastle City Library (Digital Champion)
Newcastle University
Newcastle Youth Council
Newcastle Youth Parliament
Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums

8th July

9th July
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

The circulation list for the event was much wider. Those who received an invitation will also receive the report and survey link.
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APPENDIX 2: INTERNATIONAL NEWCASTLE FOCUS CITY BRIEFING NOTE

Newcastle as a
British Council Focus City
Briefing Note – April 2019
Background
We are delighted to have been selected to be one of nine UK Focus Cities for the British Council as part of their new
approach to working with cities and devolved administrations, called the Global Cities Strategy 2019-2025. This
provides a framework, approaches and tools to support cities’ internationalism agendas and activities. The strategy
is still in development and will be launched in Autumn 2019.
The British Council has a new Cities Team based in the UK, which will work with a small number of ‘Focus Cities’, who
will benefit from the new framework. They will have access to British Council’s extensive experience around urban
challenges, its vast range of global relationships and to a global network of cities, data and research.
Focus Cities will be supported to develop new internationalist City Plans which identify challenges and ambitions and
engage stakeholders. They will agree action plans to address their key priorities, as well as profiling and sharing their
city’s specialisms and expertise. Nine cities were confirmed as Focus Cities in the UK by October 2018 (Birmingham,
Manchester, Belfast, Glasgow, Liverpool, Bristol, Swansea, Hull and Coventry).
The opportunity to be a Focus City was explored by Newcastle following the IN Chair, Director and Board Members’
engagement with the British Council’s new Director of England and Cities and subsequent discussions with City
Council leads and a selected group of key partners on 23rd November. City Council approval was needed to progress
as a Focus City. IN prepared a paper for consideration by lead members and officers, a ‘green light’ to move forward
was given on 31st January and there were further internal Council discussions in February.
The British Council’s Director of England and Cities offered a small grant to International Newcastle to support this
work in the coming year, which will provide greater capacity to evolve and support the city-wide partnership,
increase stakeholder engagement and to develop and deliver the City Plan and actions to take this forward. There
may also be opportunities to lever in additional resources as the plan develops and activities and actions are agreed.
What could it mean to be a Focus City?
The City Plan will provide a framework for internationalism and help city-wide partners make the most of all the
partners’ energy, links, specialisms and resources and delivering on the outcomes for internationalism for the city in
the medium to long term.
There is genuine enthusiasm from those involved in discussions to date in joining up the approach to
internationalism and a recognition of the potential to do much more by galvanising partners across the city and
providing a framework within which we can work together and maximise our expertise, links and resources for the
benefit of all. The Focus city work will build on the strengths of International Newcastle’s partners and wider
community in building and sustaining international partnerships and programmes.
Recognising the negativity around Brexit and concerns about what will happen next and how the UK and the city will
be perceived, Newcastle’s emerging city narrative promotes the city as welcoming and outward looking. North of
Tyne devolution seeks to promote internationalism, as a means to achieve common priorities and objectives.
Newcastle also has significant international links across a wide range of partners operating internationally and
involved in European and international networks, including the City Council, universities, colleges and school,
business and enterprise, voluntary and community sector, cultural sector and the wide range of international
communities living here.
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The opportunity
At a time when resources and capacity are increasingly restricted across organisations and sectors and international
links, activities and ambitions are not joined up, being a Focus City can help:
o

provide impetus for a more coherent and collaborative approach to internationalism

o

lever in additional resources via the British Council and other funders/investors for activities related to the
City Plan and action plan, as well as through wider partners involved from the city

o

facilitate collaboration with a broad range of partners across the city and potentially North of Tyne, bringing
together their expertise, experience and resources

o

highlight shared challenges and ambitions where the city could learn from other approaches across the
world and make relevant connections

o

showcase on a global platform, areas where the city has specialisms

o

support deeper, richer and more beneficial international links

o

add value across the board by internationalising existing strategies, approaches and practice

o

offer a wide range of insights, best practice examples and potential exchange with other cities globally

o

enable City partners to access the British Council’s resources and extensive networks and experience, which
could bring economic, social and cultural benefits to the city and its residents

Working with the British Council as a Focus City will give the development of a city-wide partnership and City Plan
impetus and gravitas, with the range of opportunities this would bring. Newcastle partners would also be learning
from the processes already underway in other UK Focus Cities. The British Council’s Focus Cities’ framework could
adapt to fit Newcastle’s needs, bringing together city partners to identify shared aims, assets and resources to
support this.
International Newcastle’s role
•

act as a strategic hub for the city’s work with the British Council and partnership on internationalism

•

co-ordinate and drive the development of the international City Plan and action plan

•

develop, support and facilitate a city-wide partnership to support the City Plan and deliver the action plan

•

monitor and report progress, profile successes and learning

International Newcastle will support the city-wide partnership with:
•

communication and connectivity with British Council, other Focus Cities, partners across the city and beyond

•

brokering links and facilitating discussion and learning – stakeholder engagement, partnership development

•

identifying and profiling areas of innovation and expertise with city-wide partners

•

seeking good practice from elsewhere (via British Council and city networks) on areas/issues the city would
like to learn from around challenges

•

supporting shared leadership in taking forward the action plan

•

identifying and sharing of resources and expertise to support the work, rather than relying on one
organisation, such as the City Council or IN alone.

Initial steps:
•
•
•

Liaison with British Council on taking forward Focus City development in Newcastle, sharing learning on
what other cities have done and what support the British Council’s Cities Team can provide, as well as what
is happening with the launch and next steps nationally (Mar+)
Convening a Focus City Partners’ Workshop To explore what the vision, principles and partnership approach
for a draft international city plan, which can form the basis of wider discussion and action plans, (held 4th
April 2019)
Taking forward next steps to develop an international city plan and partnership around a key theme (May+)
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